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All-State Music Conference underway 


BETH REED 
The Sentinel-Record 

Organizers are calling this week’s 
Arkansas All-State Music Conference 
a musical celebration of the best and 
brightest high school singers and in¬ 
strumentalists across the state. 

Across several ensembles, 400 cho¬ 
ral students and 600 band and orches¬ 
tra students will be preparing to share 
their talents in concerts today and 
Saturday. 

“All of our concerts are free and 
open to the public,” said Julia Reynolds, 
executive secretary-treasurer for the 
Arkansas School Band and Orchestra 
Association. 

“We like to give these performances 
to the community,” she said. 

“You’ve got students from all back¬ 
grounds, some from small schools and 
some from large schools, some who 


take private lessons and some who 
have done it on their own. Some of 
these students have met at all-region or 
band camp and remained friends, and 
in fact, a lot of our band directors have 
been friends since they were in high 
school in all-state bands. So we kind 
of have a unique musical family here 
in Arkansas.” 

Performances by the Intercollegiate 
Choir and Intercollegiate Band take 
place at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. today, fol¬ 
lowed by the ASBOA Junior High Hon¬ 
or Concerts at 4:15 p.m. and the Choir 
Honor Concerts at 7:30 p.m. The band 
performances today will be held in Hall 
D and choral performances in Hall A 
of the Hot Springs Convention Center. 

On Saturday, concerts will begin at 
11:30 a.m., with band and orchestra per¬ 
formances in Bank of the Ozarks Arena 
and choir performances in Hall A. 


“(People) can expect to see some of 
the finest high school students in the 
state, and they can expect to hear some 
of the finest high school musicians in 
the state,” said Tom Street, executive 
director for the Arkansas Choral Direc¬ 
tors Association. 

The conference kicked off Thursday 
with an opening session at 9:30 a.m., 
with all students performing the na¬ 
tional anthem before starting rehearsals 
at various locations at 10 a.m. 

Choral and instrumental clinicians 
from across the country are brought in 
to help students hone their music skills. 

“When you bring in these interna¬ 
tional clinicians from across the coun¬ 
try that are able to interact with these 
young people in a very positive way 
and speak to them as young adults and 
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HITTING THE NOTES: Joshua Harris 
plays the tuba during a performance by 
the Gentry High School Wind Ensemble 
at Bank of the Ozarks Arena on Thursday. 


Details 

emerge 

in school 
attack 

TERRY SPENCER 
KELLI KENNEDY 

TAMARA LUSH 
The Associated Press 
PARKLAND, Fla. — The 
teenager accused of using a 
semi-automatic rifle to kill 17 
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Road blocked 
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The south end 
of Walkway Drive 
near the Marion 
Anderson Road 
intersection was 
closed and around 
130 Entergy Arkan¬ 
sas Inc. customers 
were without ser¬ 
vice after a Nissan 
sedan collided 
with a utility pole 
at around 4 p.m. 
Thursday, accord¬ 
ing to emergency 
workers at the 
scene. Garland 
County sheriff’s 
Capt. Scotty Dodd 
said the driver 
reportedly attempted 
to negotiate a curve 
in the 600 block at 
a high rate of speed 
and left the road¬ 
way. He suffered 
minor injuries in the 
collision. 


Suspect in shooting 
of Pearcy teen claims 
it was accidental 


REBEKAH HEDGES 
The Sentinel-Record 
An 18-year-old Hot Springs 
male accused of shooting a 
17-year-old Pearcy male in the 
face early Wednesday told Gar¬ 
land County sheriff’s inves¬ 
tigators the shooting was an 
accident. 

Keonte Deshon Rauls, 18, 
who lists a School Street ad¬ 
dress, was charged with first-de¬ 
gree battery, a felony punishable 
by up to 20 years in prison, in 
connection with the shooting 
that reportedly occurred at the 
victim’s residence at 407 Ryan 
Road. The victim was trans¬ 
ported to CHI St. Vincent Hot 



Rauls Galo 


Springs with non life-threaten¬ 
ing injuries. 

The victim’s mother, Lessie 
Christine Augusta Galo, 36, alias 
Angela Wallace, who also lived 
at the residence, was charged 
with two counts of possession 
of firearms by certain persons 
SUSPECT, PAGE 3A 


All Clear 

Track identifier at Oaklawn Park 
makes sure right horses make it to race 


BETH REED 
The Sentinel-Record 

EDITOR’S NOTE: It takes hundreds of 
workers each live race meet to ensure 
race days run smoothly. This is the 
next in a series of articles highlighting 
occupations surrounding the sport of 
thoroughbred racing, and how they work 
together to make each meet a success. 

In his first year as an identifier 
for Oaklawn Park, John Barger brings 
with him a background knowledge of 
racing having trained horses for more 
than 20 years. 

“One of my dad’s cattle buyers gave 
me my first thoroughbred,” Barger 
said. “Then my second horse, I took 
to Louisiana Downs, and she even ran 


(at Oaklawn) when I was an owner in 
1993. Larry Snyder rode the horse. 

“Then in 1994,1 started training and 
my first horse that I ran up here won, 
and his name was Could Be So.” 

Barger said the racing industry 
is the only industry he’s worked in, 
growing up on a farm near a neigh¬ 
bor who had race horses. Through 
high school, he said he roped cattle 
before learning there would be better 
money in horse racing. 

“My second horse was very suc¬ 
cessful, and I’ve had some good suc¬ 
cess as a trainer,” he said. “When I had 
my barn at the training center (in Ben¬ 
ton, La.) I also had acreage where I did 
IDENTIFIER, PAGE 3 A 
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FLIPPING LIPS: John Barger, identifier for Oaklawn Park 
inspects a horse’s tattoo prior to a January race. Each horse 
has an identification number tattooed on the inside of their 
upper lip, which is flipped up for the identifier to compare to 
the horse’s papers on race days. 


Grant funds help 
firefighter fitness 

DAVID SHOWERS 
The Sentinel-Record 

The Hot Springs Fire Department has been awarded 
a federal grant to improve the physical fitness of its fire¬ 
fighters and is hopeful for receipt of another that will 
benefit their respiratory health. 

The Hot Springs Board of Directors adopted resolu¬ 
tions earlier this month allowing the department to accept 
a grant to purchase new exercise equipment and apply 
for another to help ventilate the apparatus bays of the 
department’s five stations. 

The department has been authorized to accept a 
Federal Emergency Management Agency Assistance to 
Firefighters Health and Wellness Grant of up to $28,000 
for equipment to outfit the Central Station’s weight room. 
Fire Chief Ed Davis said bids are about to be let for the 
equipment, which will include a rowing machine, two 
elliptical machines, a stair climber, free weights, bench 
and multi-rack system. 

Firefighters have to pass an annual physical exam and 
be able to maneuver in confined spaces while wearing 
as much as 70 pounds of gear. Davis told the board the 
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Fordyce to host 
WWI exhibit 

FROM STAFF REPORTS 

Hot Springs National Park will host “The Great 
War: Arkansas in World War I,” a free traveling 
exhibit that tells the story of the state’s role during 
the “war to end all wars” at home and on the battle¬ 
fields, beginning next week. 

The exhibit will be displayed at the Fordyce Bath 
House, located on Bathhouse Row at 369 Central 
Ave., from Feb. 22 to March 11. The Fordyce is open 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. 

The traveling exhibit consists of 12 panels that 
showcase images from the Arkansas State Archives’ 
holdings, including original documents, photo¬ 
graphs, posters, maps, and historical objects, giving 
a firsthand look at the lives of Arkansans during 
the war, Hot Springs National Park said in a news 
release. 

The exhibit covers the chronology of the war, 
as well as various facets of the conflict, such as 
training troops in Arkansas, actions overseas, the 
home front, providing for the war, health care, and 
Arkansas heroes, the release said. 

“As a veteran I’m honored to host this exhibit 
and provide our community an opportunity to 
EXHIBIT, PAGE 3 A 



Submitted photo 

EBERTS FIELD: A pilot with a microphone receiving helmet and 
power generated radio telephone at Eberts Field near Lonoke, 
circa 1918. Established in 1917, Eberts Field was one of the 
leading training centers for aviators during World War I. Image 
from the collections of the Arkansas State Archives. 


‘Dreamers’ in limbo as Senate 
rejects rival immigration bills 


ALAN FRAM 

KEVIN FREKING 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - The Senate left 
hundreds of thousands of “Dreamer” im¬ 
migrants in limbo Thursday, rejecting rival 
plans that would have spared them from 
deportation and strengthened the nation’s 
border security. Senators dealt President 
Donald Trump an especially galling defeat 
as more than a quarter of fellow Repub¬ 
licans abandoned him on an issue that 
helped propel him to the White House. 

Also defeated was a plan by a bipar¬ 
tisan group of senators who offered a 
compromise that would have shielded 
the young immigrants, financed Trump’s 
demands for money to build his coveted 
border wall with Mexico and tightened re¬ 
strictions on legal immigration in general. 
Eight Republicans joined most Democrats 
in backing that plan, but it fell short after 
the White House threatened a veto and 
GOP leaders opposed it. 

The day’s votes, in which four separate 
proposals were defeated, illustrated anew 


Congress’ steep challenge in striking a 
deal on an issue that’s proven intracta¬ 
ble for years and on which each party’s 
most fervent supporters refuse to budge. 
The outcome suggested there may be 
no permanent solution soon to help the 
Dreamers, who were brought to the U.S. 
as children, despite their sky-high support 
in public polling. 

The Senate votes left the young im¬ 
migrants facing a March 5 deadline that 
Trump has given Congress for restoring 
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program, or DACA, that he annulled last 
year. Federal courts have blocked him tem¬ 
porarily from dismantling the Obama-era 
initiative, but without congressional action 
the immigrants will face growing risks of 
deportation as their protections expire. 

“Dreamers” are immigrants who were 
brought to the U.S. as children and now 
risk deportation because they lack per¬ 
manent authorization to stay. DACA gives 
them the ability to live and work in the 
U.S. for two-year periods that can be 
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Quote of the day 

CHANCE OF SHOWERS. 
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4B 

“There are two ways to slice easily through life; 
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Classified 

1-6C 

Obituaries 

6A 

to believe everything or to doubt everything. 

LOWS IN UPPER 30S. 


Sports 

1-3B 

Stocks 

5B 

Both ways save us from thinking .” 

SUNRISE: 6:58 A.M. 

SUNSET: 5:58 P.M. 
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Alfred Korzybski, 

Polish-American linguist (1879-1950) 
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